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Lord, let me know my End, a Tt 
v3, Da 1 elt 7 Lack er ed- 


H E. laſt Hodourp id unto the Princes of 1 
heir Fathers, Gy 23: 4. att Fc: 
4 is Sepulchres to fleep with Ae 
; 8.19.37 1 King. 14. 31, Sc. his is recorded . 
37 thoſe mighty Men in ſuch a manner, as if it were rhe 
oY Bling and Glory upon Eaghy © if th Iſt Sui 
tbeir Throne'of- Mortality. Sal] 


8 F 5 17 b 
1 I 5K 2 
to 

- « 


hp; 5 Such Thoughts are natural, while theſe Noble Aſhj | f 
BY brought here to be intomb'd with many like Remains o by 
nourable 1 waiting for a longer Retinue of 2 ar 
= illuſtrious Family, in time and order to join with them 

all in ſueceſſion muſt go doun to the Grave, and be hg” 
cd totheir Fathers. „ 11 
i " Birth and Quality and Wealth and Power may mail 
Tribute of Reſpect and Veneration while they live and Mer 
riſh; and tho? nothing of this Pomp can fat ow them, 45 

| | cughe to attend their Grave with due Solemnity. hy iy 
| the laſt Ceremony that can be paid tothe moſt eminent Gre 10 

neſs, even to commit the fall n Body to the Ground wich f on 

en Regards, as may diſtinguiſh the Memory of the De 
or may rather demonſtrate the duty of ſurvivin Friends, I 
i hr was a grateful practice of the Jews, and was far from beings 
demned by our bleſſed Lord; She did this for my Burial. 
Matt. 26. 1 2. was an Excuſe at leaſt for what others thou 
a prodigal Expence of the very precious Ointment. 
E. Truth 1s, our private and parcimonious Funerals of 
27 rable Perſons have been bur a late degenerate Catom wh 


eur brave and pou Forefathers did diſdain. 
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* e Seat of Judgment. Wherefore upon this Spec 
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| wine End, and the meſure of my Days, what it is, 


dom of our Church has appointed this Pſalm for a ſuitable] 


_ Ind exp refles the infinite Concern o providing for Death and; 
| a future Eterni 's C %%ö; « TC 


| of whom the Holy Spirit had id, 73 are Godr, and Children 


Hons, v. 2. He was dumb with Silence, 


beginning of his pathetical Speech is the Text, v. 4. Lor 
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aye will come, when High apd Low, all gf you we 
e ſame Chambers o Death, and mult all appear befatel 


t Human Greatneſs and Frailty, let every che here pff, 
look down with Humiliation and pray, Lord make me to Bt 
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Among theſe Pſalms of Holy ,D@vid, there be not onA 
many Hymns of Joy and Thankſgiving; but ſome mourafalſſk; 
Elegies of Grief an Limentation, among which the Wif- 


part of Divine Worſhip in the Burial of the Dead; becauſe ith 
aptly deſcribes and condoles the Shortneſs of Human Life, 


: 
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The Royal Author well conſidered, that tho he was one! 


F the moſe High Plal. 83. 6. yet he muſt die like common 
Hen, he mult fall like one of the Subject Princes. Hence 
the Pomp and Grandeur of a Court could not altogether di- 
vert him from the Proſpect of his own Mortality. Hi 
Tho ghts and Meditations were often upon this ſerious Sub- i 
pod "as * . Q * 2 ; þ+..5 + ; +: aa Rh : of 
| ct, Y e here runs into it with a ſtrain of pious Ecſtaſie and 
Rapture, He begins like unfeigned Grief, in Sighs and S. 
lence, and then breaks out into paſſionate, but diſcreet Expref. 

| | has dun Sile he held his peace eve N 
from good Mordi; till his Grief ſuppreſs d, grew the more vii 
olent ; v. 3. Hu Heart was hot within him, while he 1 
pmfing, the fire burned, then ſpake be with bis Tongue. The 


mate me to know mine end, &c. 
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He continues on with a particular Reference and Applica / pe 
tion to the Caſe and Condition of Princes and Nobles, v. 5E. 
Verily every ys ek State is altogether Vanity; nde 


Splendor or Magnificenſe can keep out the Shadow of deathh: 
v. 6. Surely every Man walketh in a vain Shew, Sure H 


ler are diſquieted in vain, No Treaſures of worldly wealtW{fc! 
- can buy off this Sentence paſs d upon Mankind; whoev pr 


a j AS SED 7 
1 


r 
x 


X the eder up Riches , he knowerh” not who Pal gather them. 
enter {dg ourward Form of n or Gracefulneſs can buy off 
V,; Sentence paſ'd upon Mankind; whorver betyets up 
be hnoweth not who ſnall gather them. No outwatd 
e Strength or Gtacefulneſs can charm that Ring of Ter- 
por why, v. 11. When thou with Rebukes doſt cor- 
bat Man for vol . thou makeſt his Beanty ro tonſumt a- 
oe like a Moth. No honourable Deſcenr, or long enobled 
 onlyWlood, cap plead any Exemption from this common Lot 
rofolKings and Princes muſt cobfels, I am 4 Stranger with ther, 
Wil- a Sojourner, as all my Fathers were. The only Guard 
tableſs Prayer and Preparation, v. 13. O ſpare me that Inmay re- 
uſe it over Strength, before I go bence and be no more. 80 as 
Life, he whole Pſalm is adapted to the ſtate of ſecular Power and 
b and£randevr ; the Prince, the Peer, rhe moſt high and mighty 
Man is but a mortal Man; he ſhould be often mediraring and 
s oneÞpraying, Lord make me to know my end, and the meaſure of 
dre ny days, what it a, that I may know bow frail Iam. 
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men} To be familiar on theſe Words, let us firſt learn, what 
lence nowledge of our end and meaſure of. our days, we ought to de- 


er di. ire and to pray for. 1 5 
Hi Secondly, what uſe and benefit we ought to make of that 
Sub- right knowledge of our end and 5 1 . 
e and} I. Firſt, As to the knowledge of our End, and of the 
d SE Meaſure of our Days, it is not meant that we ſhould beg God 
epreſiro inform us of the ſet Period of our Lives, to affix us a certain 
evi Number of Days, and let us depend upon dying at ſuch a de- 
re vi-itermin'd and foreſeen Hour: It is not to be thus ol: be bow 
2 long we have to live. This might be the Subject of an idle 
The Wilh, but never of a ſenſible and rational Prayer. If we ſo 
Lori dared to ask amiſs, ſuch Prayers would be vain, and muſt re- 
turn empty from the Throne of Grace. For God hath put- 


plicaJpoſely concealed from us this Fore- knowledge of eur latter 


v. End, upon good and wiſg Accounts. We may bewail it as 
7; ndjour Imperfection, but it is a Mercy of Providence, and our 
deathFhuman Happineſs. For ſuch a Preſcience of our future fatal 
ure Hour would expoſe us to many Miſchiefs, to torment our 
wealtiſclves, and to injure others, and to provoke God by being leſs 
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hoe vi prepar'd to die. 
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n Foſ, it wouldexpoſe usto torment our ſelyes. Mie 
we are kept in a happy Lgnorance how long or ſhort our Unifec 
may be, we can enjoy that time without Solicitude or Pais 
about the Period of it; but if we were ſuffer d to partake; 
much of divine Omniſcience, as certainly to tell what M 

and when it is appointed for us; the Bitterneſs of Death wabllike 

always affect us, and the Sting of it be ever in our M 

The ſeeing at a diſtance that fatal inevitable Blow, Wau 

make us pine and die daily; would keep us thro fear of DeatWhe 
| "all our Life time ſubje& to Bondage, Heb. ii. 1 2. would fie 
1 continually ſtrike upon us, as that at the Tyrant's Commanir 
pe ſhould feel our ſelves to die; we ſhould becondemn'd Maha) 
| lefactors, with notice given of our Day of Execution; wha 
q „ 1755 deſpiſe Health, and neglect Sickneſs, and wait anſhtie 
' Unger for our appointed Change. So wiſe and gracious Wy 
i our God, to hide that day of Darkneſs from us; becauſe thitar 
q foreſight of it would but haunt us with Fears and Sorrows, ant 


be tormenting us before our time. 


1 79 > Secondly, It would expoſe us to injure others, as wei 


- As to.yex and torment our ſelves, For did we exactly knaWhic 


ö our determin'd length of Days, what evil Thoughts and pet i. 
| nicious Practices would thence ariſe 2 The Man who knen 


himſelf deſtin'd and inſur'd to a good old Age, would trample 
upon All that were to go before him. He would preſume to; 
55 continual Treſpaſſer and Oppreſſor: He wopla be und 
no Guard of Self-Preferyation, . no Reſtraint of Law; hier 

'  , _ would depend upon reigning long in Wickedenſs, and hiſut 
oon Will. On the other ſide, he who foreſaw he ſhou'd bias 
| cut down out of time, would treat all that muſt ſurvive high 
with Impatience and Envy; he would labour to double ti. 
Eojoyment of his Days, by abounding more in the Pleaſurqho 
. of Sin; and yer at the ſame time he would cut them ſhorte Ha 
1 ; by. the Paiions of Diſcontent and Deſpair ; fretting and ra. 
l ..Ving that 3 Leaſe was near eur, which could nor poſſibly bios 
. renew'd : and therefore FORE at every Neighbour's Profip 

| perty and Life, while he was ſure to loſe his own, and beſof 
1 coming more and more like the wicked One, having grea al 
faith becauſe be knoweth that be hath but a ſhort time, Reſſus 
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1 2. Thirdly, By a Fore-kgowledge of our latter End « 
thould proyoke God in being leſs prepar d to die. We do i 
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3 I * — 0 2 5: Fon o u, we ſhould- 
h woul de up che ſecure Interval of the 1 rd and 4 the Luſts of. the, 


Mind ak 5: e ſhould put off our ſpiritual ( nf — to that more, 
wall venient Seaſon, to the Approachings o Eich bat la Hour z 
f Deati e ok, our Soul would lie confusd till juſt about 
ould ie time when we might be no longer Stewards, Thus the. 


mman mibals who are bound over to appear, at ſuch a certain 
'd Ma ay, do often abuſe their Liberty, and belp to a aggravate the. 
on; Viſbarge agaiaſt them; and, after their Condemnation, a Re- 
it anſhieve puis them upon the Thoughts how to live, rather than 
cious to die. Oor wiſe Maſter argued to this purpoſe in his, 
uſe thith able of the /irgins, from whom was conceal d the Bride- 
vs, ang — Coming, (Matth. xxv.) that by ſuch uncertain "Fo — 
ſeectance the Wiſe might be diſtinguiſh'd Fm the F ooliſu ; t 
Y ie might have Oil in their Lamps, a and be ready Ac any 
 knaſhinute's Warning. And in that other Inſtance, of the hy 
d pet an ofthe Houſe, not knowing what hour the Thie 0.44) 
knew vme, (St. Luke xii. 39. ) letting it turn upon this Appli ication. 
amply be: e therefore ready ell; 5 Hes le $03 of. Man comet b at an 
ume Soar when e t binł not. f 
unde O the Depth of the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God ; ; to re- 
v ; hiferve unto! himſelf the full meaſure of our Days, and the abſa- 
by by ute Knowledge of our End. For ſhould He communicate 
hat Secret to us, it would be but a. Ar; OneR on our 
e e kik Minds, and would but diſturb the World about us. 
le t. And therefore, by holy David's Prayer in the Text, he did 
aſurqot mean any fond Deſire of being acquainted with the expreſs 
horte late of his Life: and Death : . No, he lefr this Myſtery to be 
ad ra Mitten and ſeal'd up in Heaven; he left it to the Omniſcience 
ly bet God, to whom, alone are committed the Times, and aß⸗ 
Pra Pöpneg Seaſons. But by knowing his End, and the Meaſure 
d be ef bit Days, he meant an imploring the Erack of God to en- 
req able him to dente well the Neceſſity of his latter End, the 
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| No Tofidets in this wfuafon, that all our Bodies muſt fall 


the Gates of Death, b. y Trapflation in the Body , of non 
not how. eg any Phtadox'ts, the Dogs of 8 
wo are more fond to mamtaim fr.: Aud pet iwd Caſo i 


a 4dvanceth. the Suppoſiriog bt, * all follok 
the whole Race o 0 Mankind mt al ray of D 
f 400 Afhbes. C% &@ nan 7113 its Qt fits) 7} 5 Ax 


ber ol our Day 


Number will be net: ü 
leſt ye enter into the bee of Pride and Security 


tower World, Of that Da At Fnoweth no Man, watch 


be le beende of being ont Day ſure and certain 1 
ious Löt, ho chreatning Chanee, u, Prudence ati 

Farecaſt ma Atebver and eſcape; No! Nature and thing 
Ged of it have-eablift's' che Law of Mortality, which halls 


mo die. This rhaps is the only Principle wherein Mankin 7 
pies dptnenr, Heaven and Hell have been que ſtion d bi 
oo who were afraid of rheir Portion ! in them: Bur chis othe 


the You? laſt” _ Death, was never yet ſeriouſly: diſputed 


periſh; unle we may except in this Ape of Hereſies ant 
Errors ſütne one; Inventer of ſtrznge Doctrine, a Pretendefſp 
of attaining 26 Aſcenſian into Heaven, without 


| of 


pothble the Writer believed der hithſ@F*; ar leuft no other 
Nt believe birt, eint he i "No Experiment as well E 
d U! 


wh + Ok: To — our wit, Ne 
be ſenſible of the Mwzatd and Un. 
will 'e tie to pals; r When that | 
id. 1 wareh and pray | 
Stoth, and ſuch like preſumprugus Sins.” Te now not What 
Day, what a Moment may bring forth ;- priiug 8 
Diſeaſes, and even without them there is ſudden Death. "The * 
Jafants and the Aged melt away alike, arid" the ſtrong Men 
w themſelves. They who glory in their Prime of Tears, in a 
che fulleſt Perfection x Health and Strength, may be cut of 
in a moment. The Lord God may cauſe their Sun to go 
down at Noon, and darken their Earth in rhe mid-day. ' 9 * 
Step in our Courſe of Life, but what may Te our laſt. 1 3 
15 With your End and mine, 48 ith the L Diſſolution of this 


certainty nen WY, En 


2nd wait: Bleſſed 4 that ok "Shins ue rhe r Lord LY b 
85. he 5 all moe kl 1 7 4 


= aonvinced' of the vaſt Importance of it. The End of our 
ame here on Earth is the beginning of Eternity: A ſurvi- 
raning Soul accountable for all. Works done in the Body. We 
thght tolcrably live on with wild and brutal Luſls, it we were 
ei with the other Brutes. Bur however we degenerate, 
cr laſt will diſtinguiſn the Man from the Beaſt. When 
nhe Breath of Man goeth forth, his Body only falleth to the 
round, bis Spirit muſt return to God who gave it; and 
heÞ&ven that mortal, corruptible Body ſhall be one day raiſed to 
dM mmortality and [ncorruption; and the reunited Beings mult 
fall appear before the Judgment Seat of Chrift to receive accord- 
ning to what they have done, wherber good or bad. This infi- 
Hire Conſequence depends upon the preſent Thread of Lite, 
throPrayers and Oblations for departed Souls are all in vain: Be- 
knowFond the Grave there can be no Redemption. here the Tree 
ngu Falleth, there fhall it be, till it flouriſh in the Courts of our 
Voq, or be calt into the Fire that is not quenc bed. Thele 
herfthings are ſo, whatever be the Suggeſtions of Profaneneis and 
a@nſolence. And therefore what manner of Men ought we to 
oe in all holy Converſation aud Godlineſs ? So knowing our End, as to be 
Wil ell provided tot it; fo nambring our Days, as to apply our Hearts to the 
Wisdom of everlaſting Salvation. Suck now is the Knowledge of our End, 
and ot the Meaſure of our Days, that we ought to deſire and to pray for, 
An Application follows in tre oy My 
2. Second General Head, to learn what Uſe and Benefit may be made of 
the right Knowledge of our End and our Frailtexy. | | 
Every kind of Knowledge without Practice is but a Bubble on the Wa- 
ac! ters, or a Meteor inthe Air, but a Tumour and a Spectacle, to no manner 
y of Scrviceable Purpoſe. So is the Knowledge of our End, if we have it in 
Wen mere Speculation, and empty Thoughts; it will be then vain and imper- 
ug Friceor, a Science failly fo called. There muſt be Uſe and Exerciſe of it, to 
Fhe dur owu Improvement, and to the Good of others. W go 
Men . Let us firſt learn to rake off our Affections from this lower World, 
and place them chictly upon God and things above. | 155 
lnfirmities and Paſſions are our Frame, and our Alloy of Humane Na- 
On ture, to make us lower than the Angels. And, alas, by our original Falf, 
Fleſh and Blood ate more apt to aſcend and govern, to make us ſenſual 
and woridly minded; with our Eyes and Hearts apon earthly things, with 
Pour very Souls cleaving to the Ground; as if no other Mantion were pre- 
pared for us, as if our Reſt and Joys were to be here for ever. If we could 
think indeed of any Inſurance from the Grave; nay if we could depend 


atCh Fon a firm old Age, vigorous and capable of What the World calls Enjoy- 
eben- ments; hen we might be fonder of our Station here below, and amuſe our 


aaves vith ſomewhar more of innocent Satisfactiome. But hen time is far 
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Endo ments to be ſuch Excellepcics, as to value himfelf fo highly on them! 


What i is tnere in it co fill a Rational, or to deli 


World is nothing; the Glory of it paſſeth away, and the Gain of 1 it is not 


tle Vogue and Reputation, aſſuming to our ſelves the Glory, and robbing] 1. 


attract the Eyes and laclinations of Mankind, But think of Mortality, ſhallY 


bat they necd not exalt him into haughtineſs and diſdain, He is ſubjeR to 


from our command; when like Ge Wind it palſuck where it 16465 
ving no Steps, and finding no Return: When we are every Day, ſubjeck the 
die out of this World, and ,even if we live long, ſhall be dead, to it 

5 an immortal Soul BY 5 
Food and Rai ment are enough for Godlinefs and contentment. * 
dear and Happineſs do not always dwell together. We have here vo | * 
auding City; we ſeeł a better Country; while we are upon the RH 


are but Sojowrners and Strangers, à little preſent Accommodarian: mae 


ſerye: The Reſt. the Eaſe, the Reward of our Labours is at "cur ol 120 
End. Such being our Stare of Pilgrimage here on Earth, let us lift "wp 
our Hearts 'ro God, and have our Converſation in Heaven. This 1467 5 | 


an 44 ge: 09g the Loſs of one poor Soul. 

2. Secoudly, from a knowledge of our end and frailty, we e ſhould wean 
our ſelves from the Pride and Folly of glory ing in any of our Talents or 
worldly poſſeſſions. There is a Lcaven in our Human Conſtitution, that! * 
is apt to work up and ferment our Minds; by which we are addicted roi 
think of our ſelves more highly than we ought to think ; to catch ar a lit 


God. But did Mortality and a tuture State make their due Impreſſions on 
vs, our thoughts would be more Juſt and Moderate; we ſhould be more 
10 y in our own Eyes. Lord, what is Man, that he ſhould/think his little 1 


Wit and Parts are the moſt lively Image of the Soul of Man, and even of He 
the Maker of it: But how, blended and corrupted are they in the fineſt 
Heads? How hard to fix them upon ſound and ſolid Reaſon ? How, do ſtraws e 
and Feathers ſwam upon the ſurface of them, while the weightier matters iq 
tank and lie at Bottom? How does the Wit make himſelf a By-word, while 
he only fra meth Devices how to be more ingeniouſly wicked! Bur howe- # 
ver, thee is no difference of underſtandings in the Grave; we ſee wiſe f 
Men dic as well as the ignorant and tooliſh, and their fineſt choughts periſh? 
with them. Agrecable torm and tigure makea lovely Aſpect, and naturally 


Duſt and Alhes be proud? Beauty conſumech away, the Graſs withereth, 
the Flower fadeth, the Shadow gcerh; and what is the variety of Rotreneſs || 2 
an Vaults and Toinbs more than in common ordinary Graves? Stature and 
Strength and Preſence are other graceful Ornaments of the outward man, 


alcering diſeaſes, and to gaitly death. There is a day, when the Keepers of Ip 
the Houſe ſhall tremble, and the ſtrong men ſhall bow themſclves, and ſo 
on, in the wiſe Man's D. ſcription of the failures and decays even of a righ- 
teous old Age, Again; Weaith and Proſperity are temporal Bleſſings, * 
but chey deſcrve.not che ſetting our Hearts upon them. They purchaſe not Y 
an inward Peace, they rather multiply our Cares and Troubles, and nflimeR? 
our Luſts, and augment bur Sins ; and when they have fix d their Sting .! 
upon us, they often make themſelves Wings and Ahle away; or if we an- f 
iwutly detain (hem, their Abule does upbraid us on a Dying- bed, and vin 
znercale our Accgunts at the laſt gay. Finally Noble Parentage and long 
Deiccor + ag be ction in this, world. not to be defpilcd, but not to be 

over-valued agd oalted" of. "he e Prince cannot — himſelt᷑ to men 


— 


„ 1 
a the Beggar at his Gate: Al Orders and Dregrees are levelled under 
|, to it ad and hereafter to be ſet on the right, or on the left hand of 
! Son ge, is not determin'd by Quality, but by Righteouſneſs, FOE 
ber us remember our end, and the deplorable frailty of our conditi- 


e boa: This vill correct all proud Imaginat ions. This will keep us meek , 
ad, lowly, modeſt and temporate in our Opinion, and our uſe of any of the 
1 may lente nt unto us. 3. Thirdly, Let the knowledge of our end, and of 
ourny chor: meaſure of our days, make us reſolve to do what good we can, 
lift pore vc arc call'd away from hence. Something within tells us, that 
146t theery Man is born to do Good in his Generation „ as his Abilities and Op- 
t is not rtunities ſhall ſerve : This Good muit be done while we live and move, 


. ile ve have time. It is a quickening Admonition of our ble ſſed Saviour, 
1d weanhe Night comet h when 10 Man can work. Hearken to the Counſel of 
lents or Plomou, Whatever thine Hand findet h to do, do it with thy might ; for 
n, that ere is no work nor device, nor knowledge, nor wiſdom iu the Grave wb 


ted to Per thou goeſt. Good works ſhall have a Reward without our placing 
r a lic. Nerit in them. What Poor, what Odjects of Bounty and Benificence 
robbing} hve we always with us? The Naked to be cloathed ; the Hungry to be 
ons on d; the Sick and in Priſoato be vilited: Beſides a multitude of Oc caſiens 


e more piomote Induſtry, to encourage Learning, Virtue, Piety, and every 
s little Food work. And let me obſerve it as a ſingular Glory to our preſent times, 
them! Nat there be ſer up of late many open Offices of doing good; worthy 
even of Men form'd into Societies for ſeveral noble and excellent ends; for the 
ſineſt Private Exerciſcs of Religion; for the publick Reformation of Man- 
) ſtraws ers '; for the propogating Chriſtian Knowledge ; for the erecting 


gatterg Parochial Libraries; for the maintaining Schools of Charity ; for 
| while hpporting the conſtant Morning and Evening Prayers of the Church 
howe- ind for encouraging more frequent Communions. And beſides 
re viſe Wbeſe. voluntary Societies, there be other fix'd and legal Corpora- 
periſh Fions to carry on many admirable Works of Piety and Charity; for Pro- 
urally pogation of the Goſpel in Foreign parts; for Stocks and Work houſes 
„hall to enable the Poor to labour and live; for Relief of the Widows and Or- 
ereth, Phans of the poorer Clergy; and for governing her Majeſty's Royal Boun- 
reneſy ty. and receiving other Benefactions, to augment in time their ſmall and 
re and Ninſufficient Cures. What manifold Opportunities, what Provocations are 
| man, ere of doing good! All Chriſtians bleſs'd by divine Providence with 
et ro vealth and Spirit cannot refrain from coming into ſome one or all of theſe 
ers of publick Methods of loving and ſerving God and their Neighbour. How 
ind ſo will they anſwer it, if they dedicate no part of their Leiſure and Subſtance 
righ-| to theſe excellent Deſigns? which, I fay, are the Glory of our Age, and 
Tings, | Bleſſed ſha!l they be who Are toftrumenral in them. There will come a 
ſe hot time, when our Expences in Riot and Exceſs will be as Gravel in our 
Hime Mouths; when the Loſſes in play will come back and le doubled in Re- 


Sting Igtet and Anguiſh; and when all other vain Extravagances will be remem- 


rean- bred with Bitterneſs and dear Remorſe : But at ſuch a time, what we have 
d will od ſpent in doing good will furniſh out rhe Feaſt of a good Conlcience, and 
Jong give us a Foretaſte anda Pledge of Heaven. 4. Fourthty and Laſtly, Let 
o be the Knowledge of our end fo influence our Thoughts, as to make us well 
o ſux- and wiſely prepared for it. There is ſomething more in the Death of the 
Iecggiteous than we can yet feel, to make it ſo defirable ; God grant us the 
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der and Godly Life, ro obtaia the Bleſſedneſs of dying in the Lord. As: 
| pollibly for wicked kivers there is a Door of Hope, by a late a 0 4 
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knoweth the Heart, from whence it proceedeth. Not that a late R 
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| Euiſh'd Sec and Judgment, Ordinary: Abilities may be alcogerher ſun 


| Death, cheſs Men of Underſtanding have felt the: excellent Spirit tif 


Object here betore us, à Noble and moſt Eminent Peer, as mortal as th N 


us ES 


conftant faith, and aa habirual Repentance : The leading a Righteous $ 


pencagce work d out with 42 Sorrow in a time of nced, in eH 
upsa a Bed of Sickneſs, and the neareſt Views of Death: A Rep 
that if eminent and cxemplary, may be accepted by a gracious Gadanil I 


ance is by any means to be depended on. It is the being ſaved lo 
Fire with ſuch hazard and difficulty as no ſober Man would run. It} 
the Plank after Shipwrack, whereon if one or tyo eſcape, it is little C 
fort for others in a Storm to expect the like Deliverance, O my — 
it is not a Precedent to follow, it is rather a Miracle, ſtand ſtill and WR 
dore the Goodaeſs of Gad in it! This rarely happens but in Men of diſtit 


by a long Virtuaus Courſe of Life. The duller Flame is cafily extinguiſhef f 
The meaner ſinful wretches are commonly given up toa Reprobate Ming 
and die as ſtupidly as they liv d; while the noblerſand brighter parts have 
Advantage of underſtanding the worth of their Sdul before they reſign iſ 
If they are allow'd the benoſit of Sickneſs, they commonly awake out q 
their Dream of Sin, and reflect and look upward. They acknowledge alfffni 
iofinite being; they feel their owa immortal part; they recollect and re 
liſh the Holy Scriptures; they call for the Elders of the Church; th 
think whar co anſwer at a Judgment Seat. Not that God is a Reſpetter 0 
Perſons, but the Difference is in Men; and the more intelligent Nature iff 
the more ſuſeptive of divine Grace, Ir vas an effect of Solomon as Wiſdom 
ro ſee at laſt his Vanity, and to leave his Penitence upon Record, W 
have had. in our on Age and Nation Men of illuſtrious Honour and of thc 
molt celebrated parts, who had been carried away by the courſe of thiſ 
World into extravagant Vices and Follies, and yet upon the Proſpect ai 


move within them; they have retracted their looſe Opinions, they havie 
repented of their Grievous Sing, they have made their Peace with God, and 
have died, nay have ſometimes recovered and lived, like true ne i 
ChriſtianCoaverts. So great are the Powers of Religion to work moſt upon 
he largeſt Capacities. This Obſer vation does directly lead ns to the — ot 


meuneſt of us. Ler envy and detraction ceaſe, while ye hear his deſerved Cha 
racter, not as given by me an unequal judge, but chiefly as tranſmitted from 
ſome worthy and diſtinguiſh d Perſons, who are beſt able to diſcern Truth 5 
Meritzand who are very much above the making any falſe or flattering report 8 
WiliamDake of Deuonſbire was deſcended from a Family enobled for ma- 
ny Generations, and deriv'd fuam it an Hereditary Spirit of Grandeur andi 0 
Magnificence ] His Grandmother the Counteſs of Devonſhire was admi red 
for her great and generous Hoſpitality, drawing.the Poor to her Gates, and 
Strangers to her Table, and the City and Court to her Converſation, in an 
excellent Oeconom and Order. Her Father, being nobly deſcended from af 
Brother of him whe carried the Crown of Scotland with great luſtre, was Aa- 
baſſador here in Exgland in the decline of Queen Elin abet h; aud He ip con- 
e vid e Cecil (afierwards Carl widely) bad procure of] 


5 
* 


Fee great Men of this Kingdom an me in Writing, that they 
dauere to theSyctetion in rhe ScorrProreftant Line. This was a te- 
eint under a jeflous Queen, and it was ſv ſeererly manag'd,that none of 
'& ed it, (every one ins Paper apart) knew of any other joins 
wick them. This help'd not a little to * — the coming of King Fares 
fe Crown of England focafie and peaceful; and it laid the Foundation 
rand greater Work, the Happier Union which we new enjoy, and wherein 
God Wer Family bave been very Inltrumental, This Service was juſtly | 
Seed by miny Royal Favours, and by 255 eſpeciaily, chat the King 
_ lo Wired the marching this Lady into ſo great an Engliſh Family, and in 
lage was pleas d to ac che Father's Part, and gave Her n his 
Hand to William II. Earl of Devenibire. 
tis Mother was a Cetil, Daughter to rlliam Earl of Salabury; ſo as 
Blood of thoſe two eminent Stateſmen meeting in This Lord was a juſt 
ine to Favour and Merit in the Court. He had ſome other Pretenſions 
ſunſſße coulidercd : An Ualde of great Hopes ſain in the King's Cauſe ; 
iſhe her Branch of his Name and Family one of the greateſt Generals and 
ingferers for the King; and indeed the Conſtaney of all the Cavendiſhes to 
Wa lncereſts of the Crown, under Lofſes that would have ſwallow'd up evea 
eat Fortune, ('tho' -h was above it ) might have claim'd-more than 
Wanary acknowledgement at the Happy Reſfauratien. Bur becauſe this 
45 ily was far above needing any thing, and wonid uſe none of the little 
WMhods of ſeeking, all their paſt Merits, like the Sins of others, did ſeem 
theſſpe buried in Oblivion, This might give the firſt Irritation to a noble 
d, and might have puſn d him too bab into ill Reſentments of what He 
ie oght Ingratitude, Bur it had a happier Effect, it only made him more 
eving. He began early to ſee the ill Deſigus of a corrupted Party in 
Way 2 in which France had the Aſcendent; ſo that the Progreſs they 
ae, not only in their unlawful Wars, but in the vaſt Encredſe of their 
* val Power, (which of all other things had the moſt formidable Aſpect in 
Warion to — ave 2 Diſguſt and a Diſdain to all true Eugliſp Minds. He 
Sovght' it viſible that 2 and Arbitrary Government lay at the Root, 
a chat violent Methods were taken to promote them; ſo as by Degrees 
Mort of Vice · Royſhip to France would be prefer d to Legal and Qua- 
ei ed Monarchy, to oar on happy Conſtitutioa. He was now preparing 
upon@mſclF for that noble Oppoſition, in which' he was ſo emitiently diſtin- 
BY iſh afterwards. ' Upon theſe Thoughts, He retorn'd' ro the reading the 
Komen Authors with great Attention. Tacitus was his Favourite, which 
read over with many juſt Reflections, maſtering the Sence, and'imbibing 
We Spirit ofthe Writer, and digeſting his Notions of Liberty and Power, 
nl! they gave not 2 e Hirits' ro whar the ſequel of Affairs proved a tull 
Tommentary. Indeed his beſt Friends were afraid, that according to the 
Numour of that time, the Belief of Reveal'd Religion might have been too 
ndhuch ſunk within him. There was ſomething particular in the Famil y, that 
i redſave Cauſe of Apprebenſion. Mr. Hobbs had been his Father's Governour, 
nd tho* he deteſted his Principles, He thought it became his Greatneſs to 
niet him live and die in his Houſe. The Danger was, how für the Corrupti- 
an that was then very Epidemick, having ſuch a Promoter of it ſo very 
Pear Him, might have vitiated ſo young a Mind. But it provd contrary, 


This * Lord ane ſtudied the Scriptures; and vechirod Himibiffully 
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vhen he had ſaid thoſe things.i in a great Aſſembly, t hat how decentiy loew 
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the whole Scheme of Mr. Hobbit tending to eſtabliſh unlimited Power, 
a glavery that vas to be ĩmplicit aud blind in every thing; chf 
eſfectual a Preſervative, that the Venom had no ſort of Operation Bll 
He deſpis d the Philoſophy, ; as much as He abhorr'd the Politicks, of 
bold Pretender; He eſcap d that Taint: Oh if Ne had been as happily ff 1 E 
ferved from all others! He engaged with great Leal, and with; 
cation that was not expected from Him, in the deſence of his Rel | 75 | 1 Þþ "Y 
his Country. He was at no ſmall Diſadvantage i in tkis Attempt. , 1 3 
membrance of the Civil Wars was a Shock ang Stand to many. An opp 
ſiag the Court, eſpecially i in ſo lively a manner as He did, Ws 0 
the Depeadents on it to be little leſi than Rebellion, or at leaſtthe Og 
fon, if not the Beginning of it. What was done in, Forty and Forty d 
was a loud Objection; and not Art was wanting ta aſperſe every thing «| l | 
ſeem d to look that way, Hence che Number oſi thoſe who: began to. alle 
their Rights was ſo inconfiderable, that they ſeem d too On W 
hop'd they ſhould ever gro to he the Majority, Some of thoſe, who. Jon 
with them were every 1 deſerting them upon any View of Advant; 
themſelves; ſo that the 7 had much more Reaſon to apprehend, they k 
de ſorſaken and expos d to a; ſevere After · reckoning, than to — af þ 
Additional Strength. One Circumſtance in his Conduct was, par iculif 


he {poke them, were call'd ſevere Reflections and the more ſevere; beca 
true: | He, was himſelf ſatisfied that he had fajchfully done his Duty. 
Frowns could daun: him; he appear d ſtill, at Court with ſuch an Air of 4 
ſurance, that he choughibeeame! his Integrity c. And tho others put a wo 
Conſtruction on it, he never diſcontinu d it, till he was forbid toceme. . 
Nie had one noble and firm Friend .(William Lord Ruſſel) - 11 of a} 
.o her Family like hizown, who engag'd with him, and adher d Read wy 1 
him; ſo thet no Offers, no Trials could ever ſhake. that Integrity, th 
vas in all Reſpects without a Blemiſh, Thi; indeed proved fatal to him, 
any thing that ended ſo glorioully,, may be call'd Feral. A baſe. Conti 1 
vance, artfully manag d, brought him under the Sentence of Treaſon tq p 
Wars, tho not only no Overt Ad, but no Words ſpoken by himielf we 
ſworn againſt him: It was only depoſed, that treaſonable Words were i 
fall in his Hearing, to which he was conſenting; tho nothing that in 
ported that Conſent was ever made out. Impartial Judges were as we 
then, as in better Times, of Opinion, that he fell into cruel Hands. an 
was made a Sreriſice to atone for the odious Bill of Excluſion, e 
This our Great Man was unſpeakably touch d vith that Calamity, . F 
every Friend felt more ſenſibly than that Lord bimſelf did. In deep Cor ? 
cern, he tried if an eſcape. was poſſible, and becauſe their Perſons were of 
. Size, tho' there was no Reſemblance of Faces, he offer d to change Cloth 
vhen admitted to viſit him, and to ſtay a Priſoner. while Methods we 
taken, that the other hould goaway, unobſerved. . But that Lord was to 
well prepard to die, to ſuffer any other Perſon to run a Hazard on his Ac, 
count. When this fail d he came to take his leave of him, a ſe Minute 
before e led out. They who were Witneſſes of the i 2 | 
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OS wichdraving, char Lord call" bün back, and begg'd him to apply” 
EE more ro a Religious, and V irtuous Courſe of Liſe, telling him how, 
= Support he now felt from t hat alone, and whar-a-mighry Comfort 
oa, for it ws receiv'd with à Flood of Tears, as that Lord told it 
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Ss Hately to the Divines, who then attended on him. 


er Reign confrm d him in hie Sentiments: for he now faw the 
een away.” He ſaw Popery and Arbitrary Power coming in like a 


* 


Education for every thing that was juſt and Honourable in the Admini- 
Non of Publick Affairs. Perbaps no Perſon ever had a better Under- 
ding a truer Courage, a more penetrating judgment, with a more 
dy Reſolution never to deparr from the Intereſts of Exg land, and the 
eeſtant Religion. Upon this Principle, he fear d not the diſpleaſure of 
Moes or their Miniſters. He ſtoutly blam'd, and as far as he could, oppo- 
every illegal Step. The Good of the Publick vas dearer to him than bis 
þ Safety or any orher Conſideration. Some low Attempts were made to 
ene bim, and one Witgeſs of Rebellion was prepar dagainſt him, whoſe 
juth he ſtopt, only by deſiring to confront him. To draw him into new 
res, he was rudely inſulted by an inferiour Perſon within the Verge of 


Nea he ſaw rhe baſe Aggreſſor countenane d and retain'd at Court, then 
expreſs d his indignation in another innocent way, for w hich an exor- 
laat Fine was decrecd.againſt him, and he was to ſuffer Impriſonment til 
W Payment of it. A Sentence that was afterwards declar'd to be Arbi- 
ry and Illegal in all Parts of it, and confeſs d to beſo by the very Judg.s, 
„s hid been made to inflict ir. 1 bono ef ones 


him with in à laſt Hour. It is to be hoped, that this made an 


fy stream. le dar 'd to ſwim againſt ir; for he was form d by Narure 


court: He bore it, and ſought and extorted ſome Juſtice for it. But 
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After the laſt Efrbraces, when He was in con. 
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„ TS | 2 — Affair, free were. — and. — mag b 

„„ ©. . whole r Land e e Birth, and his eminent Stations : . New 

| SOT Want — ot eh Accompliſhments. He had great Skill in 1 

i eas true ſadge in Hiſtory, a 5 Poetry, and had 4 fine Hand in M 

5 "= were "afte in nge «ni all politer Arts; with a Spirit that was c 

Fl Improving hs Jud in them. In Architecture he had a Genius, den F 
- Experience bey pri ret cy one Age. He has in th | 
ment of Bzauty and 


char perhaps is not. exceeded by.any 5 
rope. - He ſeemꝰ d e as the injmirable Artif painted, to Leech. But 


is with every glorions Pile, as with our mortal Body: That Hovfe and this muff 
2 Our only Hopes and Truſt i in oe made without Hands in Heaven.” 
hoy Ahnewes norte follow him chro «1 his ſteps of Life, let us rather paſ on 
i, Bicknesand Death. In chat time bf giek gelt he ſent fot an eminent Frelate to 
aſſiſt him; ho ound him in a full Piſpoñ̃ tiou to make 15 Peace with God. He 

15 feſt his being zroubled, being very much troubled, for the lateneſi of his Repenti 
4/7 | | Which he hoped was fincere, and defired rhe Bitkop to pray heartily with him to 
(1+,  thathe would be gracionlly pleas;d to accept ir. He 5d bimfelf to 2 5 
vou ful forall che many great Sins and Errors of his I: ee ee | 
199%. + -. ' beg Forgiveneſi,of God for them. He: was truly ſenſihle of the, Inju bad“ 7 
120 hers, and grege cendingth only to ak their P Ca ppt 
| all che G . injuries they Hack dene to him. Hs profel?d his Relief F 
| the Truth 224 5 Ex of rhe Chriſtian Religion, and particularty did declare, 
IV he firmly believ*d ut ''the Articles of the A | Creed; He was very drfirgus #d_ 
Ceeͤive the Holy Sacrament, and frem'sd well ne n 
5 and 2nd thow'd great: votion when he did be. de e oy 
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ö is * A and clear to. the lat He m ale bit wit) I MY 
ET. He took care 2 W . 2 for doing Chari . "And erer 
1 "2 EEE ſhop atrended ed him at ga in, ro unfei IF" it of 


r req: in hi! 
s heartily for che N In - abſence ofthe 
Ne Hear any Intimations o He exhort 
1888 have 


time of Health, and told eh them, the 8 
they came to die. He ſeem'd at "Tf to Ha de obt aM. Deſte > Meh In Peace 

: For he bore his Pains and Weakneſd with invincible Patience and Corey 
| Dedeks: 7 ask'd how to obtain wg ai of Auguſtus, the pes way, of 5 5 
let himſeM, as it were, an Hour o r came, 5 ef. 
meerly like an ancient Reman, but rather © ike 29200 eu ws: : 
tile leaves a moſt worthy HEI R of his Titles and Fortunes, whom he had 0 

warry to a Daughter of that renowned Patriot, whoſe Perfon and Memory be . 
— valued; From this Conjunckion of two 1 we dare to 
miſe mutual Affection, and unblemich' d Hanour, and a long and good paſterity. 
an Advantage to the Dake, that he was ſer aug in the World beer his full eek ; 
85 Grearnel?, that he was prepar*d and train'd to pablich St ice, by often r : 
a free People in the Narionkf 'Aﬀetnbly, with fingular i wb 

| 282% 5/604 dy dexrig « gh Offs iy” che Court, ac ee 1 
i, IE eee $ Place. nenen, wort to weceed him. ny 
„„ N ching tha tis truly Great and Noble, w any mixture of 
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de of a Piece bright, and beautiful; and ma 1 for many ace 

wy of Fa Subjects, true Lapliſh-Men, fi} Patriots, good Cf 

— and ſineere Proteſtants in the cotamun ion of the Church of Engtand 
"And: 86 for BiboFus us here preſent, let us take * of the . ofzbis ce 90 

F 2 Eterni r repent prove our Rep entance y 
bas 55 : ——. 5 — 7—ꝓ— ; 
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